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Standard police procedures must be followed when impounding a vehicle. 


Standard police procedures must be followed when impounding a vehicle,! but a written impoundment policy is not required.’ 
Nothing bars the exercise of police discretion so long as it is exercised according to standard criteria and on the basis of 
something other than suspicion of evidence of criminal activity; such discretion, however, must be exercised pursuant to 
standardized criteria.’ Thus, a noninvestigatory impoundment is proper even if law enforcement officers are given some 
discretion to choose between impounding a vehicle and locking it in a public parking place so long as they exercise their 
discretion according to standard criteria and on the basis of something other than suspicion of evidence of criminal activity.‘ 
The police department may not avoid the constitutional requirement of probable cause for a search simply by adopting a 
standard policy to impound vehicles based only on a belief that the vehicle was involved in the commission of a crime and 
has evidentiary value.° 


A decision to impound a vehicle contrary to a standardized procedure or even in the absence of a standardized procedure is 
not a per se violation of the Fourth Amendment.® Furthermore, reasonable police regulations or statutes relating to 
noninvestigatory impoundment procedures administered in good faith satisfy a guaranty concerning searches and seizures 
even though the courts might be able to devise equally reasonable rules’ or there might be less intrusive means of protecting a 
vehicle and its contents.*® 
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